RELIGIOUSREFROM
MOVEMENTSIN MODERN INDIA

areavery lucky peopletoday. We arefreefromforeign domination and aso
W%from many other rigiditieswhich our ancestorshad to face. Thelndian
society inthefirgt half of the 19" century was caste ridden, decadent andrigid.
It followed certain practiceswhich are not in keeping with humanitarian fedlingsor values
but werestill being followed in the name of religion. A change wastherefore needed in
society. When the British cameto Indiathey introduced the English language aswell as
certain modern ideas. Theseideaswerethose of liberty, social and economic equality,
fraternity, democracy and justice which had atremendous impact on Indian society.
Fortunately for our country therewere some enlightened Indianslike RgjaRam Mohan
Roy, Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar, Dayanand Saraswati and many otherswho werewilling
tofight and bringinreformsin society sothat it could face the chalengesof theWest.

© ey

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

¢ identify some common characteristics of religious and social reform movement;

e explaintherole played by Raja Rammohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj inbringing
about religiousreforms;

e recognise the Prarthana Samaj as an institution that worked for religious as
well associal reform;

e explaintheideology of the Arya Samaj and itscontributorsto social and religious
reforms;
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e examine the contribution of the Ramakrishna Mission to India’s awakening in
the nineteenth century;

e appreciate the efforts of the Theosophical Society in promoting ancient Indian
religions,

discuss the contribution of the Aligarh Movement towards cultural and
educational reforms amongst the Muslims; and

e examine the reforms carried out by the Skhs and the Parsees to make their
soci ety enlightened.

10.1 COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF RELIGIOUS AND
SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS

Fromthelate 19" century anumber of European and Indian scholars started the study of
ancient India shistory, philosophy, science, rligionsand literature. Thisgrowing knowledge
of India'spast glory provided to the Indian peopleasense of prideintheir civilization. It
also helped thereformersin their work of religiousand social reform for their struggle
againg dl typeof inhuman practices, supergtitionsetc.

Sincethey had becomeassociated with religiousbeliefs, therefore most of the movements
of socia reformwereof areligiouscharacter.

These socia and religiousreform movementsarose among al communitiesof thelndian
people. They attacked bigotry, superstition and the hold of the priestly class.

They worked for abolition of castesand untouchability, purdah system, sati, child marriage,
socid inequditiesandilliteracy.

Someof thesereformerswere supported directly or indirectly by the British officialsand
some of thereformersalso supported reformative steps and regul ationsframed by the
British Government.

10.2 BRAHMO SAMAJ AND RAJA RAMMOHAN ROY

Men and women enjoy certain rightsand freedom today. But do you know that they were
giventousby theuntiring effortsmade by certain reformers. Among the great reformersof
thisperiod, RgaRammohan Roy deservesspecid mention. He presented afinecombination
of East and theWest. A man of great literary talent and well versed in Indian culture, he
also made special effort to study Christianity and Islam so that he could deal with them
withundergtanding. Hefelt great revulson for many practicesprevailingin Indiathat enjoyed
religiousapprova.
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Hismain pre-occupationwashow torid theHindu religion of bothimageworship, sacrificid
ritesand other meaninglessrituas. He condemned the priestly classfor encouraging these
practices. Heopined that al the principal ancient textsof the Hindus preached monotheism
or worship of one God. Hisgreatest achievement inthefield of relisiousreformwasan
setting upin 1828 of the Brahmo Samg. The Brahmo Sama wasanimportant organi zation
of religiousreforms. It forbadeidol-worship and discarded meaninglessritesand rituals.
The Samgj also forbadeitsmembersfrom attacking any religion. It beliefedinthebasic
unity of al thereligions. RgjaRammohan Roy believed that man should adopt truth and
goodnessand should give up things based on fal sehood and supertition.

RajaRammohan Roy wasnot merely areligiousreformer but asocial reformer dso. His
greatest achievement wastheabolition of Sati in 1929. RgjaRammohan Roy redlized that
the practice of Sati wasdueto theextremely low position of Hinduwomen. Thereforehe
started working asastout champion of women'srights. Heworked very hard for yearsto
stop thispractice of ‘ Sati’. In the early 1818 he set out to rouse public opinion onthe
guestion of Sati. On the one hand he showed by citing the authority of the oldest sacred
booksthat the Hindu religion at its best was opposed to the practice and on the other, he
appeal ed to reason and humanity and compassion of the people. Hevisited the burining
ghatsof Calcuttato try and persuadetherel atives of widowsto give up their plan of self-
immolation. Hiscampaign againgt Sati aroused the opposition of the orthodox Hinduswho
bitterly attacked him.

Raja Rammohan Roy was al so deeply opposed to the caste system that prevailed in
I ndian society. A humanist and democrat to the core, hewrote and talked against the caste
system. Another important areathat concerned him was Hindu theology. Study of the
Vedas and Upani shads gave him ground to show that monotheism wastheoriginal Hindu
belief and hence he denounced polytheism and idolatry. In fact the philosopher did not
ind st onthecreetion of anew religion but merely endeavoured to ‘ purify’ theVedicreigion
from the crudeand most ignorant superstitions. He proclaimed that thereisonly one God
for dl religionsand for all humanity. Hewrotein Bengali and English. Hewas an ardent
promoter of English education. Hewasa sowell versedin the Persian language and some
of hismost liberal andrational ideaswere expressedin hisearly writingsin that language.

He advocated the abolition of polygamy (apractice of man having morethan onewife)
and child marriage. Hewanted women to be educated and given theright toinherit property.
He condemned the subjugation of women and opposed the prevailing ideasthat women
wereinferior tomeninintellect orinamora sense. Headvocated therightsof widowsto
remarry.

To bring hisideasinto practice, RggaRammohan Roy founded the Brahmo Sabhain 1828
whichlater cameto be known asBrahmo Samg. It wasopento all personsregardless of
their colour, convictions, caste, nationality, and religion. It emphasi sed human dignity,
opposed idol worship and condemned socid evilslikesati pratha. It wasnot meant 1o be
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aseparatereligious sect but only aplacewhereal those who believed in onetrue God
could meet and pray. No imageswere alowed and no sacrificesand offerings permitted.

DebendraNath Tagore (1817-1905), the son of Dwarkanath Tagore, founder member of
Brahmo Samgj, succeeded RgjaRammohan Roy astheleader of the Brahmo Samaj. He
put new lifeinthe Samg and propagated RajaRammohan Roy’ sideas. Keshub Chandra
Sen (1838-1884) took over theleadership of the Samgj from Tagore. The Brahmo Samg
stood for the principlesof individual freedom, national unity, solidarity and collaboration
and the democratisation of al social institutionsand relations. It thus becamethefirst
organised vehiclefor theexpression of national awakening andinaugurated anew erafor
the peopleof India. However, the Brahmo Sama wasweakened by internal dissensions
and itsinfluenceremai ned confined to urban educated groups. But it left itsimpact onthe
intelectud, socid and politica lifeof Bengd.

10.3 PRARTHANA SAMAJ AND RANADE

The Prarthana Samaj was established in Bombay by Dr. AtmaRam Pandurang (1825-
1898) in 1876 with the objective of rational worship and social reform. Thetwo great
membersof this Samgj were Shri R.C. Bhandarkar and Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade.
They devoted themselvesto thework of socia reform such asinter-caste dining, inter-
castemarriage, widow remarriage and improvement of thelot of women and depressed
classes.

Mahavdev Govind Ranade (1842-1901) devoted hisentirelifeto PrarthanaSamg. He
wasthefounder of the Widow RemarriageAssociation (1861) and the Deccan Education
Society. He established the Poona Sarvgjanik Sabhaaswell. To Ranade, religiousreform
wasinseparablefromsocid reform. Hea so believed that if religiousideaswererigid there
would be no successin social, economic and political spheres. MG RAnade wasthe
leader of social reformation and cultural renaissanceinWestern India.

Ranade’ sgreat messageto the personswho wereinvolved in socia servicewas* Strength
of numberswe cannot command, but we can command earnestnessof conviction, Sngleness
of devotion, readinessfor self-sacrifice, inal honest workersinthe cause.”

Although Prarthana Samgj was powerfully influenced by theideas of Brahmo Samgj, itdid
not ing st upon arigid exclusion of idol worship and adefinite break from the caste system.
It did not regard the Vedas asthelast word, nor did it believeinthedoctrineof transmigration
of the human soul and incarnation of God. Itscentral ideawasone positive belief inthe
unity of God.

10.4 DEROZIO AND YOUNG BENGAL MOVEMENT

Henry Lui Vivian Derozio, joined the Hindu College of Calcuttaasateacher. Hehad
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come from Scotland to sell watchesin Calcutta, but later made the spread of modern
educationin Bengd ashislife smisson.

Derozio promoted radical ideasthrough histeaching and by organizing an association for
debate and discussions on literature, philosophy, history and science. Heinspired his
followersand studentsto question al authority. Derozio and hisfamousfollowers, known
astheDerziansand Young Bengal, werefiery patriots. They cherished theidea sof the
French Revolution (1789A.D.) and theliberal thinking of Britain. Derozio died of cholera
at theyoung age of 22.

TheYoung Bengal Movement continued even after Derozio’sdismissal and hissudden
death. Though deprived of |eadership, the members of thisgroup continued preaching
radical viewsthrough teaching and journaism.

| shwar ChandraVidyasagar

Another outstanding reformer in Bengal was|shwar ChandraVidyasagar (1820-1891
A.D.).A scholar of great depths, hededicated himsalf to the cause of the emanci pation of
women. It wasdueto hissincere effortsthat obstaclesto the marriage of widowswere
removed through alaw in 1856. He played aleading rolein promoting education of girls
and started and hel ped the setting up anumber of schoolsfor girls. Vidyasagar did not
concern himself much with religious questions. However, hewasagainst al thosewho
opposed reformsinthe nameof religion.

10.5 SPREAD OF THE REFORM MOVEMENTS IN
WESTERN AND SOUTHERN INDIA

After Bengal, the most important region where the movement for reforms spread was
westernIndia. Ba Shastri Jambekar wasoneof thefirst reformersin Bombay. He attacked
Brahmanical orthodoxy and tried to reform popular Hinduism.

In 1849, the Parmahansa Mandali was founded in Poona, Satara and other towns of
Maharashtra. Itsfollowershad faith in one God and they opposed caste system. At its
meetings, memberstook food cooked by low-caste people. They favoured education of
women and supported widow remarriage. M ahadev Ranade believed that without socia
reformsit wasnot possibleto achieve any progressinthepolitical and economicfields. He
wasagresat advocate of Hindu-Mudimunity.

Two other great reformersin Western Indiawere Gopal Hari Deshmukh Lokahitwari and
Jotirao Govindrao Phule popularly known as Jotiba. They worked for the upliftment of
women, took up the cause of women and downtrodden masses. Jyotibawith hiswife
started agirlsschool in Poona, in 1857. He a so opened aschool for the children of the
depressed classes. JotibaPhulewas a so apioneer of thewidow remarriage movement in
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Maharashtra. He challenged the dominance of Brahminsand worked for organizing and
activating the masses. He championed the cause of villagersand actively worked for rural
development in Maharashtra. Jotibawasgiven thetileof ‘Mahatma for hiswork for the
cause of the oppressed. In 1873, he founded the Satya-Shodhak to give strength to his
movement and makeit popular.

In the southern parts of the country. Kandukuri Veeresalingam (1848-1919) pioneered
themovement in support of widow remarriage and girlseducationin Andhra. VedaSamgj
founded in Madrasin 1864 advocated discarding of caste distinctions and promotion of
widow remarriage and women’ seducation. It condemned the superstitionsand ritual s of
orthodox Hinduism and propagated belief in onesupreme God. Chembeti SridharaluNaidu
wasthemost popular leader of the Veda Samaj. Hetrand ated books of the Veda Samgj
inTamil and Telugu.

Animportant movement particularly significant for the emancipation of the so-called
backward and oppressed sections of Indian society was started by Shree NarayanaGuru
(1854-1928) inKerda. In 1903 hefounded the Shree narayanaDharmaParipaanaYogam
(SNDP) to carry onthework of socia reform. ShreeNarayanaGuru considered differences
based on caste and religion asmeaninglessand advocated what he called * One Caste, one
Religionandon God' for al.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.1

1. Statethecircumstancesthat lead to thefoundation of Brahmo Samgj?

2. What weretheprinciplesof Brahmo Samgj?

3. How did PrathanaSama help reducing socia disparities?

4. WhowasM.GRanade?

10.6 SWAMI| DAYANAND SARASWATI (1824-1883) AND

ARYA SAMAJ

Attend ameeting of theAryaSamgj any day. Youwill find many women attendingit. They
arealso performing yganaand reading the scriptures. Thiswasthe basi ¢ contribution of
Mool Shanker animportant representative of therdigionsreformmovementinindia from
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Gujarat. Helater cameto be known as Dayanand Saraswati (1824-1883). He founded
theAryaSamg in 1875.

Themost influential movement of religiousand socid reforminnorthern Indiawasstarted
by Dayanand Saraswari. He held that the Vedas contained a| the knowledgeimparted to
man by God and essentials of modern science could aso be traced in them. He was
opposed toidolatry, ritual and priesthood, particularly tothe prevalent caste practicesand
popular Hinduism aspreached by the Brahmins. Hefavoured the tudy of western science.
With all thisdoctrine, hewent about all over the country and in 1875 founded theArya
Samgj inBombay.

Satyarth Prakash was his most important book. The use of Hindi in hiswritings and
preachingsmade hisideasaccess bleto the common peopleof northern India AryaSamgjis
opposed child marriagesand encouraged remarriage of widows. It maderapid progress
in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rgjasthan and Gujarat.

A Network of schoolsand collegesfor boysand girlswas established throughout northern
Indiato promote the spread of education. Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School of Lahore,
which soon devel opedinto apremier collegeof Punjab, set the patternfor suchingtitutions.
I nstruction wasimparted through Hindi and Englishonmodernlines. LaaHansrg played
aleadingroleinthisfield. In 1902, Swami Shradhanandastarted the Gurukul near Hardwar
to propagate the moretraditional ideas of education. Thiswas set up on the pattern of
ancientAshrams.

AryaSamg tried to incul cate the spirit of self-respect and self-reliance among the people
of India. Thispromoted nationalism. At the sametime one of itsmain objectiveswasto
prevent the conversion of Hindusto other religions. It also prescribed apurificatory
ceremony calld suddhi for those Hinduswho had been converted to other religionslike
Idamand Chritianity.

10.7 THE RAMAKRISHNA MISSION AND SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA

Gadadhar Chattopadhyaya (1836-86) was apoor Brahmin priest who later cameto be
known as RamakrishnaParamahansa: Hiseducation did not proceed beyond thed ementary
stage and he had no formal education in philosophy and Shastras. Hededicated hislifeto
God. He believed that there were many roads to God and the service of man wasthe
service of God, because man wasthe embodiment of God. Hence sectarianism had no
placein histeachings. Herealised thedivinity in humanity and looked upon the service of
mankind asameansto salvation.

Narendra Nath Datta (1863-1902) later known as Swami Vivekananda was the most
devoted pupil of Ramakrishna Paramahansa who carried the message of his Guru
Ramakrishnaall over theworld, specialy in Americaand Europe.
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Vivekanandawasproud of India’sspiritua heritage, but he believed that noindividua or
nation canliveby holding himsdf or itsdlf gpart from thecommunity of others. Hecondemned
the caste system, rigid ritual's, century old superstitionsand advocated liberty, freethinking
and equality.

Vivekanandawasindeed, apatriot from the core of hisheart. Hehad tremendousfaithin
theevolution of Indian cultureand anintensezeal to reviveall that wasgood and great in
her culture so asto serve her inal possiblewaysfor her onward march.

Swami Vivekanandalaid stress on Ramakrishna steaching on the essential onenessof al
religions. He promoted the Vedanta phil osophy which he considered the most rational
system.

Theprincipd featureof Vivekananda ssocid philosophy washising senceonthe upliftment
of the masses. For him, serviceto the poor and downtrodden wasthe highest religion. To
organisesuch service, hefounded the RamakrishnaMissionin 1897. ThisMissionto date
hasplayed animportant rolein providing socia serviceintimesof national distresslike
famine, floods, and epidemic. Many schools, hospitals, orphanagesarerun by it.

In 1893 he participated intheAll World Religious Conference (Parliament of Religions) at
Chicagointhe United States of America. Heargued that Vedantawasthereligion of all
and not of the Hindus a one. His address there made adeep impression on the people of
other countries and thus hel ped to raise the prestige of Indian culturein the eyesof the
world. Though hismissonwasmainly of religiousnature, hewaskeenly interested inthe
improvement of al aspectsof nationd life. Heexpressed hisconcernfor the miserableand
poor conditions of the people and said that neglect of the massesisasin. Hefrankly
stated, “ It iswewho areresponsiblefor al our misery and al our degradation.” He urged
hiscountrymentowork for their own savation. For thispurpose bands of workersdevoted
tothiscauseweretrained through the Ramakrishan Mission. ThusVivekanandaemphasized
social good or social services.

INTEXT QUEST1ONS 10.2

1. Whofounded AryaSamg?

2. Wherewasfirst Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College established?

3. How according to Gadadhar Chattopadhayacan you achieve salvation?
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4. What wastheoriginal nameof Swami Vivekanand?
5. What according to Swami Viveknand wasthe highest religion?
o
e
Notes ~

10.8 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY AND ANNIE BESANT

Theosophical society hasplayed animportant rolein the history of thereligion, society and
culture of modern India. It wasfounded in the USA in 1875 by aRussian spiritualist
MadameH.P. Blavatsky and an American Col. H.S. Olcott. Itsobjectivewasto promote
studiesin ancient religions, philosophiesand science, devel op thedivine powerslatent in
man and formauniversa brotherhood of man.

The Society wasintroduced to Indiain 1879 and its headquarterswere set up at Adyar
near Madrasin 1886. Itsinfluence spread under Annie Beasant in 1893 who played an
important rolein India sstrugglefor freedom. Sheand her associates advocated therevival
and strengthening of the ancient religions of Hinduism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism.
They recognized the doctrine of the transmigration of the soul. They also preached the
universal brotherhood of man. They helped to impart to the educated I ndians a sense of
prideintheir own country. Annie Beasant'smovement wasamovement |ed and supported
by westernerswho glorified Indianreligiousand philosophica traditions. Thishdped Indians
to recover their self-confidence.

Infact the activitiesof Annie Besant inthefield of education were more significant. She
founded the Central Hindu College at Banaraswhich shelater handed over to Madan
Mohan Mdaviya Hedevel oped that collegeinto the BanarasHindu University. Although
the Theosophical Movement did not enjoy masspopularity, itswork under theleadership
of Annie Besant for awakening of the Indianswasremarkable. She contributed agreat
dedl tothedevelopment of national spiritin Indians. The headquartersof the Theosophical
Society at Adyar becameacentre of knowledgewith alibrary of rare Sanskrit books.

Thesociety fought againgt untouchability and advocated upliftment of women. Annie Besant
dedicated her wholelifeto the cause of Indian society. Shedescribed her missioninthese
words: “TheIndianwork isfirst of al therevival, the strengthening and uplifting of the
ancient reigions. Thishasbrought withit anew self-respect, and pridein the past; belief in
thefuture, and asaninevitableresult, agreat wave of patriotic life, the beginning of the
rebuilding of anation”.

Oneof Mrs. Besant’smany achievementsin Indiawasthe establishment of the Central
Hindu School. Annie Besant made Indiaher permanent home and took aprominent partin
Indian politics. “ Theneedsof Indiaare, anong others, the devel opment of anationd spirit
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and an education founded on Indian ideas and enriched, not dominated by the thoughts
and culture of theWest” . Sheaways supported Home Rulefor Indiansand established a
Home Rule Leaguein 1916 to spread the message of self rule.

Branches of the Theosophical Society were opened all over India and its Journal
Theosophist had awidecirculation. The Society gaveahe ping handin socid and religious
reform, especially in south India. Most of thework done by it wasinfluenced by Annie
Besant.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.3

1. Wherewas The Theosophica Society founded?

2. Whofounded the Theosophica Society?

3. Wherewasthe head quartersof the Theosophical Society inIndia?

4. Who established Home Rule Leaguein 19167

109 ALIGARH MOVEMENT AND SAYYID AHMAD KHAN

You havejust read about reformwithinthe Hindurdigion, itspracticesand socid inditutions.
A smilar reform movement wasa so taking placewithin Idam. TheMudim upper classes
had tended to avoid contact with Western education and cultureand it was only after the
revolt of 1857 that modernideasof religiousreform began to appear. The beginning was
made by the Muhammedan Literary Society founded in Calcuttain 1863 founded by
Nawab Abdul Latif 1828-1893. It promoted discussion of religious, social and political
guestionsinthelight of modernideasand encouraged upper and middleclassMudimsto
adopt Western education. It aso played animportant rolefor Mudim Unity. TheMudim
masseswere a so influenced by movements carried on by the Chishti sufiswho preached
not only submission to God but al so promoted the veneration of saints. Another movement
isassociated with Shah Waliullahin Delhi, who opposed the unorthodox religiouspractices
andrevived the Shiasect and strict monotheism. The philosophica andlearned tradition of
the Firangi Mahal in Lucknow wasincorporated into the new educational syllabusand
propagated throughout Indiaduring the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Sharitullaof
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Bengal wastheleader of the Faraizi movement Bengal which took up the cause of the
peasants and even spoke agai nst the caste system among the Muslims.

Themost notable of the Muslim reformerswas Sayyid Ahmed of Rai Bareilly, in Uttar
Pradesh. He attracted the Mudlim arti sans of the declining weaving townsof Allahabad
and Patnafinding aready audienceand giving thecommon peopledignity and anidentity
throughacommonfaithat atimeof socia didocation. Herealised that unlesstheMudims
adapted themselvesto the changed circumstances of British rule, they would be deprived
of al new opportunitiesfor status and prosperity. Hewashighly impressed by modern
scientificthought and worked dl hislifetoreconcileit with Idam. Heinterpreted the Quran
inthelight of rationalism and science. He urged the peopleto devel op acritical approach
and freedom of thought. He al so warned against fanaticism, narrow-mindedness and
exclusiveness. He asked the peopl e to be broadminded and tolerant. In 1883 he said:
“Now both of us(Hindusand Mudlimes) liveontheair of India, drink the holy watersof the
Gangaand Jamuna. We both feed upon the products of the Indian soil... weareanation
and the progress and welfare of the country, and both of us, depend on our unity, mutual
sympathy, and love, while our mutual disagreement, obstinacy and opposition andill-
feeling aresureto destroy us’.

Syed Ahmed Khanrightly felt that isolation would harm the Muslim community and to
prevent that he did hisbest to create alink with the progressive cultural forces of the
outsideworld. Heworked hard to removethe hostility of the British rulerstowardsthe
Mudimswhom they considered astheir real enemies.

Hefdtthat thereligiousand socid lifeof theMudimscould beimproved only withthehelp
of modem Western scientific knowledge and culture. Therefore, promotion of modern
education wasthefirst task. Asan official, he founded school s at many places. He got
many Western bookstrand ated into Urdu. He started the Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental
Collegein 1875 at Aligarh. It was meant to be acentrefor spreading Western sciences
and culture, Later, thiscollegegrew intotheAligarhMudim University.

Theliberad, socid and culturd movement started by Sayyid Ahmad KhanamongtheMudims
isknown astheAligarh Movement asit originated inAligarh. TheAnglo-Orienta College
wasthe centre of thismovement. It aimed at promoting modern education among Mudims
without weakening thetieswith Isam. It becamethe central educational institution for
IndianMudims.

TheAligarh Movement waslargely responsiblefor theMudlim revival that followed. It
provided afocd point for the scattered Mudim popul ation in different partsof the country.
It gavethem acommon fund of ideasand acommon language - Urdu. A Mudim presswas
developed for the compilation of worksin Urdu.

SayyidAhmad' seffortsextended to the social sphereaswell. Heworked for socia reforms.
Hewanted women to be educated and advocated theremoval of the purdah. Hewasalso

against polygamy.

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course

MODULE - IV

Religion and
Philosophy

P
Notes *



MODULE - Iv

Religion and
Philosophy

Notes

ReligiousRefromsMovementsin Modern India

Therewereseverd other socio-religiousmovementswhichin oneway or the other hel ped
the nationa awakening of the Mudims. MirzaGhulamAhmad had founded theAhmediya
Movement in 1899. Under thismovement, anumber of schoolsand collegeswere opened
all over the country, imparting modern education. Inthefield of religion thefollowers of
thismovement emphasi zed theuniversal and humanitarian character of Idam. They favoured
the unity among Hindusand Mudims.

Oneof thegreatest poetsof modern India, Muhammad Igbd, (1876-1938) dso profoundly
influenced through his poetry, the philosophical and religious outlook of the younger
generation of Mudimsaswell asof Hindus. He urged the adoption of adynamic outlook
that would hel p changetheworld. Hewasbasically ahumanist.

10.10 REFORM MOVEMENTS AMONG PARSIS

Religiousreform began among the Parssin Mumbai inthemiddle of the 19th century. In
1851, the Rehnumai Maz' dayasan Sabhaor Religious Reform Associ ation wasfounded
by Nauroji Furdonji, Dadabha Naorgji, S.S. Benga eeand others. They started ajournal
Rast Goftar, for the purpose of socid-religiousreformsamong the Parsis. They also played
animportant rolein the spread of education, specially among girls. They campaigned
against the entrenched orthodoxy inthereligiousfield and initiated the moderni zation of
Pars social customsregarding the education of girlsmarriage and the socia position of
women ingenera. In course of time, the Parsisbecame socially the most westernized
section of Indian society.

10.11 RELIGIOUS REFORM AMONG SIKHS

Religiousreform among the Sikhswas started at the end of the 19" Century when the
KhalsaCollege started at Amritsar. Through the efforts of the Singh Sabhas (1870) and
with British support, the Khal sa Collegewasfounded at Amritsar in 1892. Thiscollege
and schoolsset up asaresult of smilar efforts, promoted Gurumukhi, Sikh learning and
Punjabi literatureasawhole.

After 1920 the Sikh momentum gained momentum when the Akali Movement rosein
Punjab. Thechief object of theAkaliswasto improve the management of the Gurudwaras
or Sikh Shrinesthat were under the control of priestsor Mahantswho treated them as
their private property. In 1925, alaw was passed which gave the right of managing
Gurudwarasto the Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee.

10.12 IMPACT OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT

The British wanted to appease the orthodox upper section of society. Asaresult only two
important lavswere passed. Somelegal measureswereintroduced to raise the status of
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women. For example Sati wasdeclaredillegal (1829). Infanticidewasdeclaredillegal.
Widow remarriagewas permitted by alaw passed in 1856. Marriageable age of girlswas
raised toten by alaw passed in 1860.

A law passedin 1872, sanctioned inter-caste and inter-communal marriages. The other
law passed in 1891, aimed at discouraging child marriage. For preventing child marriage,

the ShardaAct was passed in 1929. According toit agirl below 14 and aboy below 18 || NOtes
could not be married. Inthe 20" century and especially after 1919 the Indian national

movement becamethe main propagator of socid reform. Increasingly, thereformerstook

recourseto propagandain theIndian languageto reach themasses. They aso used novels,

dramas, short stories, poetry, the Pressand in the thirties (1930's), the cinematoo spread

their views.

Numerousindividuads, reform societies, and religious organi zationsworked hard to spread
education among women, to prevent marriage of young children, to bring women out of
the purdah, to enforce monogamy, and to enable middle classwomento take up professons
or publicemployment. Dueto dl theseefforts | ndian women played an activeand important
rolein the struggle for independence of the country. As aresult many superstitions
disappeared and many otherswereon their way out. Now, it wasno longer asinto travel
toforeign countries.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.4

1. Who started Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental College?

2. WhereistheAligarhMudim University located?

3. What weretheviewsof Sayyid Ahmed Khanfor Mudimwomen?

4. Wherewasthe Muhammedan Literary Society established?

5. Givethenamesof any threefamous socio-religiousreformersof the Parsis.

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theimpact of BritishruleinIndialed to anumber of socia andreligiousreforms.
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RajaRammohan Roy can beregarded asthe central figure of India sawakening for
championing the spread of modern education, science and technology and for his
relentlessfight againgt many socid evils.

R.G Bhandarkar and M.G. Ranade carried out their work of religiousreformsin
Maharashtrathrough the Prarthana Samaj by propagating inter-caste marriages,
freedom from priestly domination and improvement of thelot of women.

Swami Dayananda Saraswati founded the Arya Samg) and pleaded for theright of
individualstointerpret Vedasand freethemselvesfrom thetyranny of priests. Besides
al this, theorgani sation fought against untouchability and casterigidity aswell asworked
for promoting modern education.

Swami Vivekananda, agreat humanist, through his RamakrishnaMission condemned
religious narrow mindedness, advocated free thinking and emphas sed on servicefor
the poor.

The Theosophica Society, under the guidance of Annie Besant, promoted studies of
ancient Indian religions, philosophiesand doctrines.

Religiousreformsamong the Mudimswere carried out by Sayyid Ahmad Khanwho
encouraged Mudimsto adopt modern education; denounced polygamy, purdah system
and spoke againgt religiousintolerance, ignoranceand irrationlism.

o s~ w D P

~

2B | TERMINAL EXERCISE

What was RgjaRam Mohan Roy’sroleinthesocia reformsin India?

How would you say that Prathana Sama wasdoing rdigiousaswell associd reforms?
How will youjustify theAryaSamg’sfaithin Vedas?

Explain how RamaKrishnaMiss on he pedinawakening Indiain thenineteenth century?
Discusstheeffortsof Sayyid Ahmed Khaninremovingtheevilsof Mudim community?

The contributions of The Theosophica Society inthe devel opment of Indian society
cannot beforgotten. Elaborate.

Writeashort note on thereformsundertaken by the Sikh reformers.

[ ]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

10.1

1.
2.

Practices prevalent in the society such as Sati Pratha, Caste system.

Opposeidol worship. No to sacrifices, no to offerings, Sati Prathacondemnation,
Humandignity.
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3. Bydoinginter-castemarriage, inter-castedining, widow remarriage, improvement of
thelot of women and depressed classes.
4. Adtrongfollower of PrathanaSamaj ideol ogy.
10.2
. AryaSamag] wasfounded by Dayanand Saraswati. Notes “

. AtLahorein 1886.

1
2
3. Theserviceof mankindisameansto salvation
4. NarendraNath Datta.

5. Servicetothepoor and downtrodden.

10.3

1. USA.

2. H.P.Balavatsky —-aRussian and Col H.S. Olocott —an American.
3. Adyar near Chennai

4. Mrs.AnnieBesant.

104

1. SayyidAhmedKhan

Aligarh

Remova of Purdhasystem and Education for women.

At Cdlcuttain 1863.

a A~ W D

Dadabhai Naoroji, S.S. Bengaee, Nauroji Furdongi.
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