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CURRENT AFFAIRS                 12th Oct. 2022 
 

UNION MINISTER ANURAG THAKUR INAUGURATED WATER SPORTS 
CENTER IN HP 

Water Sports Cente 

Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Anurag Singh 
Thakur inaugurated a Water Sports Center in the Koldam 
Barmana, Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh. The Water Sports 
Centre, the very first of its kind in Himachal Pradesh, has been 
jointly initiated by the Sports Authority of India (SAI) and 
National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC). The 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was also exchanged 
between SAI and NTPC during the event. The centre will be dedicated to training athletes in water sports 

like Rowing, Canoeing and Kayaking. 

 

ALL ABOUT UNITED NATIONS: UNGA, UNSC 

The United Nations (UN) is an international organization founded in 1945. It is currently made up 
of 193 Member States. Its mission and work guided by the purposes and principles contained in its 
founding Charter and implemented by its various organs and specialised agencies. 

History of UN Foundation 

 In 1899, the International Peace Conference was held in The Hague to elaborate instruments 
for settling crises peacefully, preventing wars and codifying rules of warfare. 

o It adopted the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes and established 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration, which began work in 1902. This court was the forerunner of 
UN International Court of Justice. 

 The forerunner of the United Nations was the League of Nations, an organization conceived in 
circumstances of the First World War, and established in 1919 under the Treaty of Versailles “to 
promote international cooperation and to achieve peace and security.” 

 The name “United Nations”, coined by United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt. A 
document called The Declaration by United Nations was signed in 1942 by 26 nations, pledging 
their Governments to continue fighting together against the Axis Powers (Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis) 
and bound them against making a separate peace. 

 United Nations Conference on International Organization (1945) 

o Conference held in San Francisco (USA), was attended by representatives of 50 countries and 
signed the United Nations Charter. 

 The UN Charter of 1945 is the foundational treaty of the United Nations, as an inter-
governmental organization. 

Components of the UN: 

The main organs of the UN are: 

1. the General Assembly, 
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2. the Security Council, 

3. the Economic and Social Council, 

4. the Trusteeship Council, 

5. the International Court of Justice, 

6. and the UN Secretariat. 

All the 6 were established in 1945 when the UN was founded. 

 The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is one of the six principal organs of the United 
Nations (UN). 

 It serving as the main deliberative, policy-making, and representative organ of the UN. Its 
powers, composition, functions, and procedures are set out in Chapter IV of the United Nations 
Charter. 

 The UNGA is responsible for the UN budget, appointing the non-permanent members to 
the Security Council, appointing the Secretary-General of the United Nations, receiving reports 
from other parts of the UN system, and making recommendations through resolutions. 

 It also establishes numerous subsidiary organs to advance or assist in its broad mandate. 

 The UNGA is the only UN organ wherein all member states have equal representation. 

 It has 193 members (all the UN member countries). 

 The resolutions passed by the General Assembly do not have the binding forces over the 
member nations. 

 The General Assembly meets under its president or the UN Secretary-General in annual 
sessions at UN headquarters in New York City 

 The first session was convened on 10 January 1946 in the Methodist Central Hall in London and 
included representatives of the 51 founding nations. 

 The Assembly may also take action if the Security Council fails to act, owing to the negative 
vote of a permanent member, in a case where there appears to be a threat to the peace, breach 
of the peace or act of aggression. The Assembly can consider the matter immediately with a view 
to making recommendations to Members for collective measures to maintain or restore 
international peace and security. 

About United Nations Security Counsil (UNSC) 

 About 

o The Security Council was established by the UN Charter in 1945. It is one of the six principal 
organs of the United Nations. 

o The other 5 organs of the United Nations are—the General Assembly (UNGA), the Trusteeship 
Council, the Economic and Social Council, the International Court of Justice, and the Secretariat. 

o Its primary responsibility is to work to maintain international peace and security. 

o The council is headquartered at New York. 

 Members: 

o The council has 15 members: the five permanent members and ten non-permanent 
members elected for two-year terms. 
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o The five permanent members are the United States, the Russian Federation, France, China and 
the United Kingdom. 

o India, for the eighth time, has entered the UNSC as a non-permanent member last year (2021) 
and will stay on the council for two years i.e 2021-22. 

o Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members (out of ten in total) for 
a two-year term. The ten non-permanent seats are distributed on a regional basis. 

o The council’s presidency is a capacity that rotates every month among its 15 members. 

India And the UNSC 

o India took active part in the formulation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) in 1947-48 and raised its voice passionately against racial discrimination in South Africa. 

o India has played its part in formulating decisions on several issues such as admitting former 
colonies to the UN, addressing deadly conflicts in the Middle East and maintaining peace in 
Africa. 

o It has contributed extensively to the UN, particularly for the maintenance of international peace 
and security. 

o India has taken part in 43 Peacekeeping missions with a total contribution exceeding 160,000 
troops and a significant number of police personnel. 

o India’s population, territorial size, Gross Domestic Product (GDP), economic potential, 
civilisational legacy, cultural diversity, political system and past and ongoing contributions to UN 
activities make India’s demand for a permanent seat in the UNSC completely rational. 

 

CHANDRAYAAN-2 SPECTROMETER MAPS ABUNDANCE OF SODIUM ON 
MOON 

 According to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), the X-ray spectrometer 
'CLASS' on the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter has mapped an abundance of sodium on the moon 
for the first time. 

 Chandrayaan-1’s X-ray Fluorescence Spectrometer (C1XS) has 
detected sodium from its characteristic line in X-rays. 

 CLASS was built at the U R Rao Satellite Centre of ISRO in 
Bengaluru. 

 It provides clean signatures of the sodium line due to its high 
sensitivity and performance.  

 

FOUNDER OF SAMAJWADI PARTY MULAYAM SINGH YADAV PASSES 
AWAY 

SP Founder Mulayam Singh Yadav Last Rites Live 
Updates: Samajwadi Party founder Mulayam Singh Yadav, who 
died while undergoing treatment at Medanta Hospital in Gurugram 
on Monday (October 10), was cremated at his native village Saifai 
in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday. Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Congress’s Mallikarjun Kharge, Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi 
Yadav and others attended the last rites of the former UP CM. Telugu Desam Party chief 
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N Chandrababu Naidu and BJP leader Rita Bahuguna Joshi also paid their last respects to the 
leader at Saiafi ground. 

Meanwhile, a sea of people gathered for the last rites of Mulayam Singh Yadav at his native 
Saifai village in Etawah district of Uttar Pradesh, amid the cloudy sky and intermittent morning 
drizzle. His mortal remains were brought to Saifai Monday evening. According to an official 
statement issued in Lucknow, UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath had reached Saifai and paid 
tributes to Yadav yesterday evening. He also paid floral tributes on behalf of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel and the Uttar Pradesh 
government, the release said. 

 

 


