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4th Oct. 2022

CURRENT AFFAIRS

N S RAJAN ELECTED AS CHAIRMAN OF ADVERTISING STANDARDS
COUNCIL OF INDIA


N S Rajan (Director of August One Partners LLP) has been
unanimously elected as the chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Advertising Standards Council of India
(ASCI).



He has replaced Subhash Kamath.



While, Saugata Gupta (Managing Director & CEO, Marico
Limited) was elected Vice-Chairman of ASCI.



Shashidhar Sinha (CEO at IPG Mediabrands India) was appointed as the Honorary Treasurer
of ASCI.



ASCI headquarters: Mumbai; Founded: 1985

TELANGANA GOVT INTRODUCES 'AASARA' PENSION FOR POOR


The Telangana government has launched a welfare scheme named ‘Asara’ pension.



Aim: To ensure secured life for all the
poor



Beneficiary: old
people,
widows,
physically disabled and beedi workers.



The
state
also distributed
welfare of all.



Presently, the state government has
sanctioned 10,000 new Aasara pensions
under Asif Nagar Mandal jurisdiction.



Telangana Capital: Hyderabad; Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan; CM: K. Chandrashekar Rao

government
has
the card for the

GST COLLECTS RS 1.47 LAKH CRORE IN SEPTEMBER, RISE UP BY 26%


The gross GST revenue collected in the month
of September 2022 is Rs 1,47,686 crore.
o

Central GST: Rs 25,271 crore

o

State GST: Rs 31,813 crore

o

Integrated GST: Rs 80,464 crore (including
Rs 41,215 crore collected on import of
goods) and Cess is Rs 10,137 crore
(including Rs 856 crore collected on import
of goods)
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The GST revenues for September 2022 are 26% higher than revenue in same month last
year.



GST mop-up has been over ₹ 1.40 lakh crore for seven months in a row.

SWEDISH SCIENTIST SVANTE PAABO GETS NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE
Swedish scientist Svante Paabo has won the 2022 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for his
discoveries “concerning the genomes of extinct hominins and human evolution”, the awarding body said.
“Through his pioneering research, Svante Paabo accomplished something seemingly
impossible: sequencing the genome of the Neanderthal,
an extinct relative of present-day humans. He also made the
sensational discovery of a previously unknown hominin,
Denisova,” the Nobel committee said.
About The Discovery:
The jury highlighted that Paabo, the director of the
department of genetics at the Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthropology, had also discovered that gene
transfer had occurred from these now extinct hominins to Homo sapiens following the migration out of
Africa some 70,000 years ago. “This ancient flow of genes to present-day humans has
physiological relevance today, for example affecting how our immune system reacts to infections”, the
jury said. Moreover, COVID-19 patients with a snippet of Neanderthal DNA run a higher risk of severe
complications from the disease, Paabo reported in a 2020 study.
What The Committee Said:
Commenting on the Swedish scientist’s work, Juleen Zierath, from the Nobel Committee, in Stockholm:
“Humankind has been interested in our origins forever, and Svante Praabo was able to solve part
of that puzzle for us by sequencing the genome of some of our closest relatives – the Neanderthal and
the Denisova. “We now understand better what makes us unique from these close relatives.”
What The Nobel Laureate Said:
The prize, arguably among the most prestigious in the scientific world, is awarded by the Nobel
Assembly of Sweden’s Karolinska Institute and is worth 10 million Swedish crowns ($900,357). Thomas
Perlmann, the secretary for the Nobel Committee for Physiology or Medicine who called Paabo with
the news of his win, said the 67-year-old was “overwhelmed” and “speechless”. He asked if he could tell
anyone and asked if he could tell his wife and I said that was ok. He was incredibly thrilled about this
award,” Perlmann added.
About The Last Year Nobel:
Last year, the prize went to US pair David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian for discoveries on receptors
for temperature and touch, which have been used to develop treatments for a wide range of diseases
and conditions, including chronic pain.
What Is Genome Sequencing:
A laboratory method that is used to determine the entire genetic makeup of a specific organism or cell
type. This method can be used to find changes in areas of the genome. These changes may help
scientists understand how specific diseases, such as cancer, form. Results of genomic sequencing may
also be used to diagnose and treat disease.
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GOVT MAY LIFT AFSPA IN 4 STATES AFTER NAGA PEACE PACT
The uncertainty around the culmination of the Naga peace process is one of the reasons that led to
the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) being retained in some parts of Assam, Manipur,
Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh for another six months, according to government officials.

The Home Ministry Response:
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and State
governments had considerably reduced “disturbed areas”
in Assam, Manipur, and Nagaland. The AFSPA was
applicable in the whole of Nagaland and Assam till March
31. Under Section 3 of the Act, the State governments
and the MHA have concurrent powers to notify areas
under the AFSPA. In Assam, the MHA was issuing the
“disturbed area” order till 2017. Since then Assam has
been renewing the notification every six months, the latest
one issued on March 31. On September 30, the MHA extended the AFSPA in parts of Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh for another six months.
About The Affected Area:
The Act gives unbridled powers to the armed forces to kill anyone acting in contravention of law, arrest
and search any premises without a warrant and protection from prosecution and legal suits without the
Central government’s sanction.,
“In Assam, the AFSPA has been retained in areas that are adjacent to the Nagaland border. In
Nagaland, there is an ongoing peace process and once it has culminated, we will be able to further
reduce the areas under the special Act,” G.P. Singh, Special Director General of Police, Assam told. The
Centre is engaged in discussions with the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) and
seven Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) to find a solution to the Naga political issue. The IsakMuivah faction, the key player in the Naga peace talks, has been demanding a separate constitution and
a separate flag for the Nagas and the creation of ‘Greater Nagaland’ or Nagalim by integrating Nagadominated areas in neighbouring Assam, Manipur, and Arunachal Pradesh to unite 1.2 million Nagas.
Increase in Arrests:
When the AFSPA was first revoked from 60% of Assam on April 1, the State in 2020 and 2021
witnessed a surge in the number of surrendered weapons and the number of militants who were
arrested. In 2020 and 2021, the number of arrested militants stood at 146 and 216 respectively, while the
weapons surrendered were 342 and 432 in the same period. Till September this year, 131 militants were
arrested and 83 weapons were surrendered.
The officer said the special statutory power was removed as violence had come down and many militant
groups were killed. He said the requirement of the AFSPA was no longer needed as the presence of the
armed forces had dwindled in the State even before the forces had been moved to the northern border
(Ladakh) to improve the situation. “When there is no Army, what is the point of continuing the AFSPA.
Police have enough provisions under Code of Criminal Procedure,” Mr. Singh said. India and China
are engaged in a stand-off since April-May 2020 in Ladakh.
The Active Groups:
He said the Paresh Baruah faction of the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) was the only major
militant group that was still active but they did not operate from Assamese soil. “The group has not been
able to recruit any cadre in the past five-six months,” Mr. Singh said. Paresh Baruah is said to be in
Myanmar.
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Mr. Singh added that the turnaround period of infrastructure projects had improved in the past two
years as the calls for extortion had come down. “If an area is free of insurgency, extortion is also over,
automatically attracting investors. The projects are being completed faster. Previously they took longer
as they used to wait for police protection and security ring to execute the work,” the officer added.
On September 15, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said it was the government’s aim to resolve inter
boundary disputes in the northeast and strike a conciliation with all armed insurgent groups in the region
before 2024. On May 10, the Minister said the AFSPA would soon be removed from all areas in Assam.

Breakthrough with Manipur:
Echoing this, Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh told that after the revocation of the AFSPA from
some parts of Manipur, 78 militants had joined the mainstream. He said most militant groups in the State
had signed suspension of operations agreement with the government.
“Biren 2.0 has seen the homecoming of 78 militants. The surrenders are a follow-up to Home Minister
Amit Shah’s statement that not a single FIR [First Information Report] will be filed and not a single
bullet will be fired if anyone wants to lay down arms,” Mr. Singh said, adding that the State was attracting
global investors now.
In Manipur which has 16 districts, 15 police stations in six districts were taken out of the periphery of
the disturbed area. Earlier in 2004, the AFSPA was lifted from the municipal areas of Imphal. The areas
where the AFSPA continued are adjacent to Nagaland or share international boundary with Myanmar.
In Arunachal Pradesh, Tirap, Changlang, and Longding districts and the areas falling within the
jurisdiction of Namsai and Mahadevpur police stations in Namsai district of the State along the Assam
border are declared as ‘disturbed area’.
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